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Course Content
The WJEC Eduqas A level in Art and Design: Fine Art is conceived as a two-year 

qualification. It consists of two components:

Component 1 (60%)

The Personal Investigation is an  in-depth critical, practical and theoretical investigative 

project/portfolio and outcome/s based on themes and subject matter that have personal 

significance. You will begin this in Sept of year 12 and complete the project Feb of year 13. 

The projects theme is your decision but needs to be something which will keep you inspired 

for a significant time period. You will need to study at least 8 artists and use them to help you 

develop your own work in accordance to your chosen theme. A range of media and processes 

must be experimented with, reflected upon and refined within your project. Large scale final 

pieces are to be developed have connections to the working in your book. Annotation and 

analysis writing needs to be over 1000 words in sections of at least 200 words  this can be 

completed over the 18 month period.

Component 2 (40%)

The Externally Set Assignment consists of two parts:

Part 1: Preparatory study period. The externally set assignment materials are to be released 

to learners from 1 February (in the second year of the course) and will consist of a series of 

visual and written stimuli, which are to be presented to the learner at the start of the 

preparatory study period. One of the stimuli is to be selected by the learner and used as a 

starting point from which to elicit a personal response.  Responses are developed during the 

preparatory study period. They should take the form of critical, practical and theoretical 

preparatory work/supporting studies which inform the resolution of ideas in the 15 hours 

sustained focus study.  The start of the preparatory study period is defined as the date upon 

which the externally set assignment materials are presented to the learner. The preparatory 

study period may commence on or after 1 February.

Part 2: 15 hour period of sustained focus work  The resolution of learners’ ideas from the 

preparatory work must be completed during the designated 15 hours and they must show 

how their planning relates to the outcome/s. The period of sustained focus work must be 

completed under supervised conditions. Both the preparatory work and sustained focus 

work will be assessed together, using the assessment objectives. Learners will be required to 

select, evaluate and present their work for assessment. The Externally Set Assignment will be 

set by WJEC, assessed by the teacher and externally. 



Assessment Objectives 
Assessment Objective 1
Development of ideas that are informed by contextual study of historical and contemporary 
fine art and other sources. Personal interpretations should demonstrate critical and 
contextual understanding. Show analytical skill; comparing and contrasting the work of 
relevant sources.
Assessment Objective 2
Selection and experimentation with, a sufficient and appropriate range of media and 
processes. Maximise the creative potential and explore line, tone, colour, texture and 
composition. Each step in the creative process should be documented, with due regard given 
to the penultimate stage of development so that final outcomes do not suddenly appear. 
Assessment Objective 3
Recording personal interests and judgements. Through drawing, photographs and 
annotations, ideas, observations and insights that are in line with personal intentions. Critical 
reflection on work and progress in order to effectively review what has been learned, show 
deeper understanding and clarify purposes and meanings.  
Assessment Objective 4
Presentation of creative responses that are essentially personal and effectively realise stated 
intentions. Explicit connections made, where appropriate, between the different elements of 
the submission, including contextual, practical and written responses. Consideration of 
presentational formats, giving thought to the purpose of the work and how it might engage 
with the audience. 

∙ To complete homework tasks on time and independent time is used valuably. 

∙ It is required that you visit museums, art galleries, exhibitions and other appropriate 
places throughout your personal investigation and externally set assignment. This must 
be documented in your work and reflected upon.

∙ To review the feedback from teachers with a responsible attitude.

∙ To take part in reflecting on your peers and own work. Ensuring any critique is 
constructive

∙ Update homework log (later in this booklet)

∙ Regularly check the Edu Link App and Microsoft Teams.

Expectations

Enquiry Starting Points
This decision is complete open, some examples you could choose are: Obsessions and 
Passions, Anatomy,  Landscapes, Love, Portraiture



Key Knowledge



WAGOLL Examples
A01 I feel that my investigation of *Artists Name* has been influential to developing my 
ideas for a more refined outcome. As I now recognise the weaknesses in my earlier work. 
Prior to looking at *Artists Name*, the application of paint was flat and one layer. 
Additionally, the colour range was lifeless and the audience mood was not carefully thought 
of. I will develop ideas that show a deeper thought process into the colours in my paintings 
and the connections that the audience may make and also apply more layers to create a 
pastiche texture, which audiences may engage with.

A02 The media experiment shows excellent control of oil pastel as I have created a smooth 
texture that is similar to the original photograph. However, I do not find the selection of 
colours to be successful as they are not harmonising, which was my intent. I am going to 
experiment further with oil pastels, but I will use lighter shades of blue and purple. This 
experiment impacts my development as I am aware that the colours chosen are too 
saturated and do not reflect successes from previous experiments. When comparing with 
the first oil pastel experiment, I can see that my ideas have refined as I am now able to 
blend shades with a pleasing effect. 

A03 I have chosen to investigate ‘obsessions and passions’ as I am intrigued by how 
collector’s items have changed over time. I am very close with my grandparents and my 
fondest childhood memories that I share with my siblings are when looking through my 
grandfather’s stamp collection. In society, collectors can be seen to have a passion and 
willing to devote their career or personal time to something. When compared with 
millennials, people collect many different kinds of objects such in app badges, objects and 
even weapons on games. I am intrigued by the popular items that people have chosen to 
collect over time, and I will begin to investigate *Artist Name*.

A04 After investigating landscapes, collecting photos and recording observational 
drawings of coastal erosion whilst on holiday in Scotland, I feel that composition number 4 
was successful choice for my final piece. The viewer’s focus is on the texture of the rock and 
the chosen media of felt was the strongest experimented of felt. The execution of felt layered 
on hessian and embellished creates a dynamic texture and appeals to the senses. However, I 
feel that I could add detail using twisted felt and a wider variety of hot and cold tones of 
brown.

Annotation Guide
What is successful?

What needs to be improved?

How are you going to refine this idea?

How does this effect your personal journey? Why have 

you chosen this theme?

What is the impact on your final piece?

Can it be compared with another experiment/design?

Which design is the most successful and why? 

Which composition is successful with viewer 

engagement?

What is your intent for this design? How do you 

want the viewer to feel?

How has this idea progressed throughout your 

investigation?

Is further experimentation of this media 

required? If so, how do you think it will

impact the final outcome?

Why have you ruled out this design for your final 

piece?



Compare 2 or more of the Artist’ Artworks, how 

are they similar and different. Which do you 

prefer and why?

What ideas does this Artist give you? What 

artwork could you create developing on from 

what you have seen?

Analysing Art Image 1
What is the Artwork called?

What media was used to create it? Why do 

you think this media was selected?

Why did you choose this Artwork to look at?

Where and when was this Artwork created?

What is the Artwork of?

What Forms are in the Artwork? Describe 

them, why do you think they were selected?

What inspired the Artwork?

What style of Art is it?

What do you like about it, what is your 

opinions of the key elements (form/ colour/ 

texture etc)?

Describe the Artwork in as much depth as 

possible, add reasoning and keywords for 

extra points

What was the Artist trying to achieve in this 

Art?

What are the colours like, why do you think 

they were selected?

What is the texture like, why did the artist 

create this texture?

What is the composition and scale like, do 

these choices have a symbolic meaning or 

reason?

What mood is created and why?

*Do not number the questions and try to 

write the answers in a paragraph style.

Intro and facts about the Artist
Why did you choose this Artist? How are they relevant to 

your project?What are they best known for (artwork 

type or style)?  what do you know about the artist’s life 

or influences? What media or materials did they use in 

their Artworks?  When did they create their Artworks 

(give a time period) Overall what do you think of their 

Artworks and why?

Form       Composition   Analogous    Tone  Texture  

Complementary  Depth Proportion Perspective      

Scale       Background        Foreground  Development
Analysis Guide

Analysing Art Image 2
What is the Artwork called?

What media was used to create it? Why do 

you think this media was selected?

Why did you choose this Artwork to look at?

Where and when was this Artwork created?

What is the Artwork of?

What Forms are in the Artwork? Describe 

them, why do you think they were selected?

What inspired the Artwork?

What style of Art is it?

What do you like about it, what is your 

opinions of the key elements (form/ colour/ 

texture etc)?

Describe the Artwork in as much depth as 

possible, add reasoning and keywords for 

extra points

What was the Artist trying to achieve in this 

Art?

What are the colours like, why do you think 

they were selected?

What is the texture like, why did the artist 

create this texture?

What is the composition and scale like, do 

these choices have a symbolic meaning or 

reason?

What mood is created and why?

*Do not number the questions and try to 

write the answers in a paragraph style.



When evaluating a final piece

 

•What has been successful?
•What could be improved?
•How well does this link to your artist connection?
•Is your piece coherent to the message you wanted to portray?
•What are you going to research next to improve your practice?
•What media do you think is necessary to experiment with next?
•Would you change the process in any way?
•Could you alter the composition in any way?

Annotation guidance for compositions 



Vocabulary 



Bibliography       
Websites, journals, books, articles

Notes

Trips, interviews, visits



Introduction phrases: During the course of this writing, themes such as… 

will be explored using the theories of… These will be exemplified through 

the works of … In order to do this, the investigation will open 

with…followed by…. before finally….

Middle section phrases: This image by…reveals…The ideas expressed in 

…are also reflected in the work of …This image is an example 

of…Although it has been argued that…there are alternate theorists such 

as…who believe…It could be argued that…It is curious to see the way in 

which…

Summary phrases: The theorists discussed in this investigation were 

concerned with...Their ideas were developed by…The artists discussed in 

this study examined… 

Conclusion phrases: In analysing the work of… it has become evident 
that… This perspective means…It must be noted that…
This investigation has argued that…To conclude it can be noted that…
As a final thought…. 
 

Transition phrases: Consequently, Therefore, Because of, As a result, 
Rather, Nonetheless, Also, Nevertheless, Not withstanding, Furthermore, 
In addition to  

The personal investigation includes a piece of extended written element of 1000 words 

minimum, which may contain images and texts and must clearly relate to practical and 

theoretical work using an appropriate working vocabulary and specialist terminology.

Extended Writing Guide

Extended Writing Plan
What is personal about your enquiry?

What  discussion/argument are you introducing?

What does your research show?

What is your counter argument?

What is your conclusion?





Useful Sources

Students discussing their work

http://lightboxresource.co.uk/video_reviews/

International Art News

http://www.artnews.com/

https://www.theartnewspaper.com/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts

Contemporary Artists

https://www.artsper.com/en/contemporary-artists

Galleries

https://www.saatchigallery.com/

https://www.npg.org.uk/whatson/

https://www.whitechapelgallery.org/

https://www.vam.ac.uk/

https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/

https://bodyworlds.com
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Sixth Form Alumni
‘ teachers are lovely, supportive and offer lots of ideas. I found the course inspiring and enjoyed 

every minute. The freedom to design your own project is great, I choose my theme, the artists I 

wanted to do and this lead to doing outcomes I really enjoyed. I am going on to do an Art therapy 

course and I think that my portfolio of work greatly helped me in my interview and the 

experiences will make me a better professional’  chloe 2022 

Stay in touch with HRS Art Department! 

Let us know how your further studies, courses and careers are progressing. 

Where can art lead you 


