
 

AQA GCSE English Language 
 

Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing 
 

Mark Scheme 

 
 
 

Q1. Read again the first part of the Source from lines 1 to 12. 
 
List four things from this part of the text about the ship.  [4 marks] 
 
Give 1 mark for each point about the ship: 

 responses must be true, and only drawn from lines 1 to 12 of the text 

 responses must relate to the ship 

 students may quote or paraphrase 

 a paraphrased response covering more than one point should be credited for each 
point made – though paraphrased responses must demonstrate evidence of 
identification of information that is specific to the focus of the question as 
required by AO1  

 responses that copy the whole section of the text from lines 1 to 12 verbatim 
should not be credited any marks as this does not provide any evidence of 
identification of information that is specific to the focus of the question as 
required by AO1 

 

Indicative content; students may include: 

 There were noises inside the ship 

 There are stairs with a handrail 

 There is water at the bottom of the stairwell 

 The water is ‘surging from below’ 

 It is dark at the bottom of the stairs 

 The narrator’s family are somewhere inside the ship 
Or any other valid responses you are able to verify by checking the Source. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Q2. Look in detail at this extract from lines 13 to 25 of the Source. (Extract in paper.) 

 
How does the writer use language here to describe the narrator’s fright and confusion? [8 
marks] 

 
Level 4 

Detailed, perceptive 
analysis 

7-8 marks 

 Analyses the effects of the writer’s choices of language  
 Selects a judicious range of textual detail  
 Makes sophisticated and accurate use of subject 

terminology 

Level 3 
Clear, relevant 

explanation 
5-6 marks 

 Explains clearly the effects of the writer’s choice of 
language 

 Selects a range of relevant textual detail 

 Makes clear and accurate use of subject terminology 

Level 2 
Some understanding 

and comment 
3-4 marks 

 Attempts to comment on the effect of language 

 Selects some appropriate textual detail 

 Makes some use of subject terminology, mainly 
appropriately 

Level 1 
Simple, limited 

comment 
1-2 marks 

 Offers simple comment on the effect of language 

 Selects simple references or textual details 

 Makes simple use of subject terminology, not always 
appropriately 

Level 0 
No marks 

No comments on the use of language. 
Nothing to reward. 

 

AO2 content may include the effect of ideas such as: 

 repeated use of questions 

 use of long and short sentences to create different effects 

 use of lexis, e.g. verbs and adjectives 

 employing imagery such as metaphor/personification 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Q3. You now need to think about the whole of the Source.  
 
This extract comes at the end of a chapter. 
 
How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?  [8 marks] 
 

Level 4 
Detailed, perceptive 

analysis 
7-8 marks 

 Analyses the effects of the writer’s choice of structural 
features 

 Selects a judicious range of examples  
 Makes sophisticated and accurate use of subject 

terminology 

Level 3 
Clear, relevant 

explanation 
5-6 marks 

 Explains clearly the effects of the writer’s choice of 
structural features 

 Selects a range of relevant examples 

 Makes clear and accurate use of subject terminology 

Level 2 
Some understanding 

and comment 
3-4 marks 

 Attempts to comment on the effect of structural 
features 

 Selects some appropriate examples 

 Makes some use of subject terminology, mainly 
appropriately 

Level 1 
Simple, limited 

comment 
1-2 marks 

 Offers simple comment on the effect of structural 
features 

 Selects simple references or examples 

 Makes simple use of subject terminology, not always 
appropriately 

Level 0 
No marks 

No comments on the use of structure. 
Nothing to reward. 

 
AO2 content may include the effect of ideas such as: 

 the narrator’s gradual realisation of what is happening – built up in each paragraph 

 change of focus from inside to outside 

 consistent reminder of the storm and water, recapitulated throughout the text 

 the narrator’s awareness of the animals on board (he thinks he sees escaped 
animals but dismisses it, then clearly hears monkeys shrieking, then sees an out of 
control ox) 

 use of a ‘cliff hanger’ at the end of the chapter 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Q4. Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the Source from line 19 to the 
end. 
 
A student, having read this section of the text, said: ‘The writer makes the reader feel 
sympathetic for the narrator.’ 
 
To what extent do you agree?   [20 marks] 

 

Level 4 
Detailed, perceptive 

evaluation 
16-20 marks 

 Evaluates critically and in detail the effect(s) on the 
reader 

 Shows perceptive understanding of writer’s methods 

 Shows a judicious range of textual detail 
 Develops a convincing and critical response to the focus 

of the statement 

Level 3 
Clear, relevant 

evaluation 
11-15 marks 

 Evaluates clearly the effect(s) on the reader 

 Shows clear understanding of writer’s methods 

 Selects a range of relevant textual references 

 Makes a clear and relevant response to the focus of the 
statement 

Level 2 
Some evaluation 

6-10 marks 

 Makes some evaluative comment(s) on effect(s) on 
reader 

 Shows some understanding of writer’s methods 

 Selects some appropriate textual reference(s) 

 Makes some response to the focus of the statement 

Level 1 
Simple, limited 

evaluation 
1-5 marks 

 Makes simple, limited evaluative comment(s) on 
effect(s) on reader 

 Shows limited understanding of writer’s methods 

 Selects simple, limited textual reference(s) 

 Makes a simple, limited response to the focus of the 
statement 

Level 0 
No marks 

No relevant comments offered in response to the 
statement, no impressions, no evaluation. 

 
AO4 content may include the evaluation of ideas such as: 

 use of questions and gradual revelation of what is happening conveys narrator’s 
confusion 

 narrator’s reactions to what is happening 

 confused communication with the crew members 

 narrator is alone at the end of the chapter 

 how the writer has used, for example, language, structure, tone to make an 
impression on the reader 

 



 
 

Q5. You are going to enter a creative writing competition. 
 
Your entry will be judged by a panel of people of your own age. 
 
Either: Write a description suggested by this picture: (picture of a petrol station that has 
fallen into a crack in the earth). 
 
Or: Write a story opening in which a dramatic event occurs.  
 

(24 marks for content and organisation 
16 marks for technical accuracy) 

[40 marks] 
 

 

AO5 Content and Organisation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AO6 Technical Accuracy 

 
 


